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The qualification deprived the submission of any value it
might have had to the questioners' purpose.

The Commission reported on the 2ist of June, 1906. After
a formidable catalogue of unlawful practices in use, the Report
presented 'two main conclusions/ The first was that the law of
public worship was too narrow for the religious life of the day;
the second that the machinery for discipline had broken down.
The recommendations included the repeal of the Public Wor-
ship Regulation Act and the constitution of new eccelsiastical
courts and a new court of final appeal, the suppression of cer-
tain specified practices by the authority of the bishops, and the
issue of Letters of Business to the Convocations with a view to
the alteration of the Ornaments Rubric and of 'the existing
law relating to the conduct of Divine Service/15 This last re-
commendation initiated the revision of the Book of Common
Prayer; and a more doubtful descent from the Report of the
Royal Commission might be claimed for the Enabling Act of

1919-

Few and barren were the immediate and direct results of the
Report. The 'unlawful* practices continued; the ecclesiastical
courts went unreformed; and even the Revised Prayer Book,
when, after long years, it received the approval of the Convo-
cations, was rejected by the House of Commons. But if the
Commission did not fulfil the expectations of the Church, it
may have met the purpose of the Archbishop. There was a dim-
inished bitterness among church people, partly because they
were sick of quarrelling, and partly because, in the years that
followed, they were awaiting legislation. But Parliament,
though chary of allowing the Church to legislate for herself,
has (perhaps fortunately) had little time and taste for the work
of legislating for her.

It may be said that no settlement was possible, and if this "were
so, what remained? To the Archbishop fell the task, for which